
Heritage Rank Status Factors

Elcode NLLEC3S340

Gname RAMALINA THRAUSTA

Gcomname

Number of Occurrences
E  = >300

Comments

Number of Occurrences with Good Viability
F = Very many (>125) occurrences with good viability

Comments In the U.S., many lower-48 sites are currently good sites.  The AK sites are also plentiful and 
presumably viable.

Population Size 

H  =   >1,000,000 individuals

Comments Difficult to determine what is an individual; reproduces by fragmantation as well as by soredia.

Range Extent

H = > 2,500,000 km2 (greater than 1,000,000 square miles)

Comments "Occurs from approximately 62 degrees N to 48 degrees N latitude on the west coast of North 
America and follows the boreal forest inland to the Great Lakes.  On the east coast it was 
collected from southern Quebec to Newfoundland.  The species is uncommon throughout most of 
its distribution in North America" (Bowler 1977).    Occurs in boreal North America south to OR 
and western MT. (McCune & Geiser 1997)     Also found in Ontario, the northeastern U.S. , and 
Newfoundland (Brodo et al. 2001).   Also found in Germany (Schindler 1992, Wirth 1995), coastal 
Norway, Sweden, and the British Isles (Krog and James 1977, Karstrom 1994, Rolstad et al. 
2001).

Area of Occupancy

H = >20,000 km2 (greater than 5,000,000 acres)

LH = >200,000 km (greater than 125,000 miles)

Comments In Washington and Oregon alone, approximately 36,000 square miles.

Long-term Trend in Population Size, Extent of Occurrence, Area of Occupancy, and/or 
Number or Condition of Occurrences
C = Substantial Decline (decline of 50-75%)

Comments On red data list for Europe.  Threatened across Europe.  Habitat in North America not as 
threatened by air pollution.



Short-term Trend in Population Size, Extent of Occurrence, Area of Occupancy, 
and/or Number or Condition of Occurrences 
D  = Declining.  Decline of 10-30% in population, range, area occupied, and/or number or condition of 
occurrences

Comments Decline mainly noted in Europe.

Scope Moderate Severity Moderate Immediacy High

Threats 
B  = Moderate and imminent threat. Threat is moderate to severe and imminent for a significant proportion (20-
60%) of the population, occurrences, or area.  Ecological community occurrences are directly impacted over a 
moderate area, either causing irreversible damage or requiring a long-term recovery.

Comments Threat is extreme for Europe, low or insignificant for North America.
Sensitive to air pollution (McCune & Geiser 1997).  Considered to be threatened in their entire 
distribution area in Europe (Clerc et al. 1992).

Number of Appropriately Protected and Managed Occurrences

D  = Many (13-40) occurrences appropriately protected and managed
E  = Very many (>40) occurrences appropriately protected and managed

Comments

Intrinsic Vulnerability
B  = Moderately Vulnerable.  Species exhibits moderate age of maturity, frequency of reproduction, and/or 
fecundity such that populations generally tend to recover from decreases in abundance over a period of several 
years (on the order of 5-20 years or 2-5 generations); or species has moderate dispersal capability such that 
extirpated populations generally become reestablished through natural recolonization (unaided by humans).  
Ecological community occurrences may be susceptible to changes in composition and structure but tend to 
recover through natural processes given reasonable time (10-100 years).

Comments Dispersal is slow; dispersal is by fragmentation as well as soredia.

Environmental Specificity
C  = Moderate.  Generalist or community with some key requirements scarce.

Comments Along water or in fog zones.  "R. thrausta occurred more frequently on older trees and increased 
in number with increasing stand age" (Rolstad et al. 2001).

Other Considerations 
NRANK - N3.  Without protection in North America, this species could be as severely threatened as it is in 
Europe.
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Greasons 
Known from boreal North America and Europe, this species is severely threatened by air pollution in the 
European half of its global range.  North American populations are not (yet) threatened.
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