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ON CLIMATE CHANGE  

 

MISSION 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the leading 
international body for the assessment of climate change. It was established 
by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) in 1988 to provide the world with a 
clear scientific view on the current state of knowledge in climate change and 
its potential environmental and socio-economic impacts. The IPCC reviews 
and assesses the most recent scientific, technical and socio-economic 
information produced worldwide relevant to the understanding of climate 
change. It does not conduct any research nor does it monitor climate related 
data or parameters. 

BENEFIT AND USE OF FINDINGS 

Governments participate in the review process and the plenary Sessions, 
where main decisions about the IPCC work program are taken and reports 
are accepted, adopted and approved.  
  
Thousands of scientists from all over the world contribute to the work of the 
IPCC. Review is an essential part of the IPCC process, to ensure an objective 
and complete assessment of current information. IPCC aims to reflect a 
range of views and expertise. Because of its scientific and intergovernmental 
nature, the IPCC embodies a unique opportunity to provide rigorous and 
balanced scientific information to decision makers. By endorsing the IPCC 
reports, governments acknowledge the authority of their scientific content. 
The work of the organization is therefore policy-relevant and yet policy 
neutral, never policy-prescriptive. 
 

OVERSIGHT 

The Secretariat coordinates all the IPCC work and liaises with Governments. 
It is established by WMO and UNEP and located at WMO headquarters in 
Geneva. The IPCC is administered in accordance to UNEP, WMO and UN 
rules and procedures, including codes of conduct and ethical principles.  

FACTS 
Date Started:  1988 

 

Formation:  

The IPCC was established by 
the United Nations 
Environment Program 
(UNEP) and the World 
Meteorological Organization 
(WMO). . In 1988 the UN 
General Assembly endorsed 
the creating of the IPCC.  

 

Products/Deliverables: 
- Assessment Reports 
- Special Reports 
- Methodology reports 
- Technical papers 
- Supporting material 
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http://www.ipcc.ch/docs/UNEP_GC-14_decision_IPCC_1987.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/docs/WMO_resolution4_on_IPCC_1988.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/docs/WMO_resolution4_on_IPCC_1988.pdf


 IPCC WRITING AND REVIEW PROCESS 

 

 
 
 

 

FUNDING SOURCES 
 

The IPCC is funded by regular 
contributions from its parent 
organizations WMO and UNEP, 
and voluntary contributions 
from its member countries and 
the UNFCCC. 
  
Thanks to the contributions 
received, the IPCC Trust Fund, 
which is administered under the 
Financial Regulations of the 
WMO, supports IPCC activities, 
in particular the participation of 
developing country experts in the 
IPCC, the organization of 
meetings as well as publication 
and translation of IPCC reports 
 

WORKING GROUPS AND TASK FORCE 
 
The IPCC Working Group I (WG I) assesses the physical scientific aspects of the climate system and climate change. The main 
topics assessed by WG I include: changes in greenhouse gases and aerosols in the atmosphere; observed changes in air, land 
and ocean temperatures, rainfall, glaciers and ice sheets, oceans and sea level; historical and paleoclimatic perspective on 
climate change; biogeochemistry, carbon cycle, gases and aerosols; satellite data and other data; climate models; climate 
projections, causes and attribution of climate change. 
 
 The IPCC Working Group II (WG II) assesses the vulnerability of socio-economic and natural systems to climate change, 
negative and positive consequences of climate change, and options for adapting to it. It also takes into consideration the inter-
relationship between vulnerability, adaptation and sustainable development. The assessed information is considered by sectors 
(water resources; ecosystems; food & forests; coastal systems; industry; human health) and regions (Africa; Asia; Australia & 
New Zealand; Europe; Latin America; North America; Polar Regions; Small Islands).  
  
The IPCC Working Group III (WG III) assesses options for mitigating climate change through limiting or preventing greenhouse 
gas emissions and enhancing activities that remove them from the atmosphere. The main economic sectors are taken into 
account, both in a near-term and in a long-term perspective. The sectors include energy, transport, buildings, industry, 
agriculture, forestry, waste management. The WG analyses the costs and benefits of the different approaches to mitigation, 
considering also the available instruments and policy measures. The approach is more and more solution-oriented.  
  
The Task Force on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories (TFI) was established by the IPCC to oversee the IPCC National 
Greenhouse Gas Inventories Programme (IPCC-NGGIP). The core activity is to develop and refine an internationally-agreed 
methodology and software for the calculation and reporting of national GHG emissions and removals and to encourage its use 
by countries participating in the IPCC and by parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC). The NGGIP also established and maintains an Emission Factor Database. 

http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/ipcc-principles/ipcc-countries.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/ipcc-principles/wmo-financial-regulations.pdf
http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/ipcc-principles/wmo-financial-regulations.pdf
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